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The Tian Tan Buddha is the core of a tourism site on Lantau Island, Hong Kong, around which a cable car
ride, the Po-Lin monastery and its museum, and the village of Ngong Ping have come to comprise an
eclectic set of tourism nuclei that ‘accidentally” became the ‘Buddhist theme park’ of Hong Kong due to the
spatial juxtaposition in an isolated site of these disconnected and even dissonant components built at
different times by different jurisdictions. The first objective of this article is to explore the developmental
process of a religious site into a theme park of sort through a lengthy process filled with contestation and
manipulations. The history-dependent and erratic nature of this process validates the notion of ‘accidental
theme park used here. It is shown that over time, the Big Buddha went from being a Buddhism-themed
leisure site to being generally perceived and promoted as essentially a theme park through a process of
partial Disneyization. The second objective is to examine how the ‘theme park’ is perceived by its visitors,
more precisely how they see it after their visit and what first-time visitors expect from it beforehand. The
first enquiry, performed through the analysis of TripAdvisor reviews, indicates that ex-post, the visitors
typically describe having experienced a visit to a theme park. The second enquiry, performed by
interviewing first-time visitors about to access the site, suggests that while many first-time visitors expect
to visit a theme park as well, others, mainly Western tourists, are expecting a more cultural experience.
The findings of the two inquiries are compared to each other and to the image of the site promoted by the
lecal tourism authorities. The subdued political message of the Big Buddha and the degree to which itis

discerned by visitors are also discussed.
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Environmental challenges and solutions, 2214-2827 ; volume 2
Environmental challenges and solutions ; volume 2.

Part 1: Foundations. Chapter 1: Sustainable Tourism in an Emerging World of Complexity and Turbulence -- Chapter 2: The
Changing Meanings of Sustainable Tourism -- Chapter 3: Tourism, Development, and Sustainability -- Part 2: Frameworks --
Chapter 4: Frameworks for Tourism as a Development Strategy -- Chapter 5: Strategic Community Participation in
Sustainable Tourism -- Chapter 6: Framewark for Understanding Sustainability in the Context of Tourism Cperators --
Chapter 7: Frameworks for Managing Tourism in Protected Areas -- Part 3: Case 5Studies -- Chapter 8: When dem come:
Political Ecology of Sustainable Tourism in Cockpit County, Jamaica -- Chapter 9: Understanding the Himalayan Townscape
of Shimla through Resident and Tourist Perception -- Chapter 10: Community-based Tourism and Development in the
Periphery/ Semi-periphery Interface: A Case Study from Viet Mam -- Chapter 11: The Concept of Environmental Supply in
Mational Parks -- Chapter 12: Sustainable Tourism in Brazil: Faxinal and Superagui Case Studies -- Chapter 13: Tourism
Development as Building Social Capital -- Part 4: Conclusion -- Chapter 14: The Way Forward.

This book examines the need for a new way of describing sustainable tourism and also looks at the frameworks needed to
rethink how to apply this to communities, private operators and protected area managers. |t makes it clear that tourism
is just one of many human activities that affects host communities. The work includes informative and provocative case
studies with realistic applications. References included in the book will help graduate students formulate new
hypotheses and suggest literature for them. Tools and techniques useful to tourism practitioners suggest innovative
approaches to marketing, management and community development.
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